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educate children belongs to the family. The idea that the
State owns the child, he considers untenable and com-
ments as follows: "That man is born a citizen, and hence
primarily belongs to the State> is untenable, Tor they are
forgetful of the fact that before being a citizen, a man
must exist and existence comes, not from the State, but
from the parent. History bears witness how, especially
in modern times, the State has violated and does violate
rights conferred by God on the family. At the same time
it shows how magnificently the Church has ever protected
and defended these rights, a fact proved by the special
confidence parents have in Catholic schools, and from the
earliest days of Christianity down to our own time,
fathers and mothers, even those of little or no faith, have
been bringing their children in millions to places of
education under the direction of the Church."
In 1931, the Pope attacked Fascism in regard to its
teaching. Since that time an arrangement has been come
to with Mussolini, and the Pope has not pressed the sub-
ject further, having at least temporarily won his point,
but it showed a fundamental difference between Catholi-
cism and Fascism, which must one day come to a head,
probably after these two men, Pope Pius and Mussolini,
who understand each other, have departed. The Pope
stated: "It is an unjustifiable pretension to come and teach
the Church and her Head what is sufficient, and what
must be sufficient, for the education and Christian forma-
tion of souls, and for promoting the application of the
principles of the faith in social life. To this unjustifiable
presumption is added very clear evidence of the absolute
incompetence of the pretenders and their complete ig-
norance of the matters under discussion.